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Session Description

This Plenary would challenge and excite attendees with the need for Treatment Courts to accept more serious cases to
adapt to criminal justice reform. It would encourage serious discussion about the important role for Treatment Courts
in Criminal Justice Reform and possibilities for expanding Courts through this change. It would also discuss the
concerns court teams and partners may have in making the change, and how to address the concerns. The session
would consider the impact on equity/inclusion when more serious cases are included. It would be presented in a 'Yes
We Can!' style to inspire Courts to be open to this needed change and would include an interactive segment to allow
Courts to express concerns regarding challenges they are facing & solutions they are trying. We specifically would like
to address that probation (AB1950) has been shortened in California to two years and use and possession of drugs has
been decriminalized (Proposition 47). Judge Manley would work with NADCP to organize a CA based panel that
would discuss specific changes being implemented in CA Courts.
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Assembly Bill No. 1950 CHAPTER 328An act to amend Sections 1203a and 1203.1 of the Penal Code, relating to
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Overview- Proposition 47 implemented three broad changes to felony sentencing laws. First, it reclassified certain theft
and drug possession offenses from felonies to misdemeanors. Second, it authorizes defendants currently serving
sentences for felony offenses that would have qualified as misdemeanors under the proposition to petition courts for
resentencing under the new misdemeanor provisions. Third, it authorizes defendants who have completed their sentences
for felony convictions that would have qualified as misdemeanors under the proposition to apply to reclassify those
convictions to misdemeanors. Felony convictions resentenced or reclassified as misdemeanors under the proposition are
considered misdemeanors for all purposes, except that such relief does not permit the person to own, possess, or have in
his or her custody or control any firearm.


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB1950
https://www.courts.ca.gov/prop47.htm
http://courts.ca.gov

