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Length: 75 min 

Session Description 
All collaborative courts are family courts when serving individuals who are part of a family system. Substance use 
disorders (SUDs) have a profound effect on all relationships in the family unit and recovery support must be extended 
beyond the individual to a more family-centered approach. This general session will offer treatment court professionals 
working in all types of collaborative courts key strategies for implementing a family-focused approach. This 
presentation will make the case for why all collaborative courts should pay greater attention to children and families 
and why cross-system collaboration and communication are critical for individual and family safety and recovery. 

Learning Objectives 

1) Gain a greater understanding of the effect of substance use on the family, and the importance of addressing family 



needs as a critical part of a participant's recovery 
  
2) Learn how cross-systems collaboration, communication, and community partnerships are critical in serving the 
complex needs of children and families in your treatment court 
  
3) Highlight key lessons, take-aways, and challenges from treatment courts as they transitioned to a family centered 
approach 
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