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COURSE GOALS

COURSE PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN SPECIFIC TOOLS NECESSARY TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES WHEN 
WORKING WITH LATINO PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS. 

• These tools are organized into several specific areas called 
Practice Suggestions (PS).

• There has been time set aside for questions.  Please remember 
to write down your question during the presentation.



WHY THIS 
IMPORTANT 

TO ME
I am NOT a cultural anthropologist.  

Not a social scientist.  
However i AM Latino, and as a recently-
retired Judicial officer who served for 

31 years, I witnessed how shifting 
cultural demographics  impacted our 

courts and affected litigants.

















From 1848 to 1928, mobs murdered thousands of Mexicans, 
though surviving records allowed us to clearly document only 
about 547 cases. These lynchings occurred not only in the 
southwestern states of Arizona, California, New Mexico and Texas, 
but also in states far from the border, like Nebraska and Wyoming.



MENDEZ V. WESTMINSTER













HISPANIC? LATINO?







COURSE GOALS

COURSE PARTICIPANTS WILL LEARN SPECIFIC TOOLS NECESSARY TO IMPROVE OUTCOMES WHEN 
WORKING WITH LATINO PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS. 

• These tools are organized into several specific areas called 
Practice Suggestions (PS).

• There has been time set aside for questions.  Please remember 
to write down your question during the presentation.

• Some Practice Suggestions are directed to providers, some to 
court professionals.



WHY THIS PRESENTATION COULD 
BE IMPORTANT TO YOUR AGENCY

• Latinos are now the largest minority population in the United 
States.  

• Many areas in the country have seen a substantial increase in 
the percentage of Latinos in their communities.
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Hispanic

1970 1980 1990 2000 2010* 2020* 2030* 2040* 2050*
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Population in millions

Hispanic Population in the United 
States: 1970 to 2050

*Projected Population as of July 1

ProjectionsCensus 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 Decennial Censuses; Population Projections, July 1, 2010 to July 1, 2050
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Top Five States by Hispanic 
Growth Rate: 2000 to 2006 

Rank State
Growth Rate 

(percent)

1 Arkansas 60.9

2 Georgia 59.4

3 South Carolina 57.4

4 Tennessee 55.5

5 North Carolina 54.9

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Estimates July 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006

(For states with 100,000 or more Hispanics in 2006)



LATINO POPULATION 
TRENDS IN CALIFORNIA





PS #1.
ALL LATINOS ARE NOT MEXICAN.
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Hispanic Origin by Type: 2006

Type of origin Number Percent
Total 44,252,278   100.0

   Mexican 28,339,354 64.0 
   Puerto Rican 3,987,947 9.0

   Cuban 1,520,276 3.4
   Dominican 1,217,225 2.8

   Central American 3,372,090 7.6
   South American 2,421,297 5.5
   Other Hispanic 3,394,089 7.7

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006  American Community Survey
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NOT ALL LATINOS ARE MEXICAN, CONTINUED

• During intake, make sure you ASK your client about his/her 
country of origin.  Failure to do so could result in a difficult 
situation.   





PS# 2.  NOT ALL LATINOS ARE 
IMMIGRANTS

• Most Latinos in the United 
States were born in the 
USA.  
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006  American Community Survey



HOWEVER, IMMIGRATION ISSUES MIGHT HAVE 
A PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE DEFENDANT





DRUG COURTS AND IMMIGRATION

IN SANTA MARIA THE SUBSTANCE ABUSE 
TREATMENT COURT (SATC) IS A PRE-PLEA, PRE 
CONVICTION DRUG COURT.  ALIEN 
PARTICIPANTS IN THIS PROGRAM GENERALLY 
DO NOT SUFFER IMMIGRATION 
CONSEQUENCES.

However, aliens in post-conviction, probationary drug court 
program will face adverse criminal consequences even if 
successful completion of program results in dismissal of 
charges. 



This bill would make the deferred entry of judgment program a pretrial diversion program. The bill would make a defendant 
qualified for the pretrial diversion program if there is no evidence of a contemporaneous violation relating to narcotics or 
restricted dangerous drugs other than a violation of the offense that qualifies him or her for diversion, the charged offense did 
not involve violence, there is no evidence within the past 5 years of a violation relating to narcotics or restricted dangerous 
drugs other than a violation that qualifies for the program, and the defendant has no prior conviction for a felony within 5 
years prior to the alleged commission of the charged offense.

Under the pretrial diversion program created by this bill, a qualifying defendant would enter a plea of not guilty and waive his 
or her right to a trial by jury, and proceedings would be suspended in order for the defendant to enter a drug treatment 
program for 12 to 18 months, or longer if requested by the defendant with good cause. The bill would require the court, if the 
defendant does not perform satisfactorily in the program or is convicted of specified crimes, to terminate the program and 
reinstate the criminal proceedings. The bill would require the criminal charges to be dismissed if the defendant completes the 
program.

Assembly Bill No. 208

Approved by Governor  October 14, 2017. Filed with Secretary of State  October 14, 2017.



PADILLA VS. KENTUCKY 130 S. CT 1473 (2010)

Sixth Amendment requires defense attorney to properly 
advise noncitizen defendant of risk of deportation 
arising from a plea of guilty.  Failure may constitute IAC.  
If risk of deportation is clear COUNSEL MUST 
ADVISE CLIENT THAT "DEPORTATION IS 
PRESUMPTIVELY MANDATORY" 

"constitutionally competent counsel would have advised 
him that his conviction for drug distribution made him 
subject to automatic deportation" (emphasis added)



WHERE DO I GO FOR HELP?



GOOGLE: IMMIGRATION CONSEQUENCES OF 
CRIMINAL CONVICTIONS

DHS excellent overview 
(92 pages long)



PS #3.  LATINOS DO NOT ALL SPEAK SPANISH.  SOME 
ONLY SPEAK ENGLISH, OTHERS SPEAK NEITHER 

ENGLISH NOR SPANISH

• In the past few years, large numbers of indigenous Latinos have 
migrated to the US.  What is your agency’s capacity in assisting 
a client that only speaks Mixteco, Zapoteco, or another dialect?

• How are you equipped to work with clients who only 
understand an indigenous language?





PS # 4.  AGE FACTORS

• Latino communities tend to be younger in age than the 
general population.  Treatment programs need to be designed 
to deal with the myriad of issues working with a younger 
clientele presents.

• For example if you refer a 18 year old to a 12 Step program, 
will that program welcome young adults?

• What are some of the other issues that working with younger 
participants present?
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Median Age by Sex: 2006
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006  American Community Survey





KIDSDATA.ORG

http://kidsdata.org


PS 5.  MULTIPLE SURNAMES

• It is not uncommon for clients to use multiple surnames.  How 
does your program address this?



THE TRAGIC CASE OF JOSE 
SANCHEZ CONCETA.



PS 6.  EDUCATIONAL 
ACHIEVEMENT

• Latinos tend to lag behind in educational achievement.  

• What steps does your program take to have an impact on this 
phenomenon?  Do you require a GED, high school diploma or 
other academic goal?
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Educational Attainment by Sex: 2006 
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(Population 25 years and older)

Total: Male Total: Female Hispanic: Male Hispanic: Female

1312

2628

6259

8584

2325

67

Less than 9th grade High school or more Bachelor's degree or more

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006  American Community Survey



PS 7. POVERTY

• Latinos also fall behind in 
income.  

• In these difficult financial 
times, how does your 
program provide services to 
low income clients?















PS8. ACCULTURATION

• While the previous Practice Suggestions are important, they all 
point toward one key issue:  culture.  For example, the age, 
national origin, income, level of education should all be critical 
information obtained at intake; however determining your clients' 
acculturation level is paramount.

• For example, no matter what their age, country of origin, or 
educational level your drug court client has, if he/she is highly 
acculturated when they hear the word "football" they see this:





ACCULTURATION

• However, to someone who is highly unnaculturated , they hear 
football and think of: 





ACCULTURATION

• There are several simple tools to help you determine your 
clients' level of acculturation.  

• Find out as much as possible, at intake.  Things like favorite 
musical group, television shows, and leisure activities will shed 
light on how to shape the treatment plan for this individual.

•   





Agents of Change





MIL GRACIAS!

eljuezflores@gmail.com 

805-345-6095

mailto:eljuezflores@gmail.com

